
Catholiccharity
forthehomeless
appealsfor£9m
BYDAVID V BARRETT

ANAWARD-WINNINGeast
Londonhomelesscharity
haslaunched a £9.3million
appeal . AnchorHouse is

launching a

" Homeand
HopeAppeal

"

to redevelop
its50-year-oldcentreand
provideneweducation

,

trainingandrehabilitation
facilitiesforitshomeless
residentsandlocal
community.

Formerly a seaman' s

mission
,

AnchorHousewas
established

in 1962bythe
CatholicLondon
InterDiocesan Council of the
Apostleship of theSea

. It
is

based
in CanningTown

,

the
mostdeprivedward

in

Newham
,

thethirdmost
deprivedborough in the
country.

Theappealwillfundthe
development of 25new
transitional

"

move-on " studio
flats

to helpAnchorHouse
residentsthroughthe
transitionbackintoindependent
living ,

and
a newtraining

kitchenforpeople to gain
cateringqualifications.

KeithFernett
,

director
of

AnchorHouse
,

said
:

"

Mental health
, drugandalcohol

abusefromasearlyaseight
yearsold

, reoffendingand
escapefromwarandrape
fromtheEritreanarmy
thesearethetypes of

problemsourresidentsare
facing .Whilethelocal
communitycontinues to

contendwithsoaringunem

ployment , highlevels
of

deprivation , teenagepreg
nancyand a second
generationout of work.

" Ourwaitinglistfornew
residentsgrows longerevery
day ,

butthisdevelopment
willensurethatoverthenext
50yearswewillbeable

to

supportanextra20 ,000
people in thecommunity to turn
theirlivesaround. "

High-profilepatrons
supportingtheappealinclude
LordPatten

,

Ann
Widdecombe

,

theArchbishops of

WestminsterandSouthwark
,

theBishop of Brentwood
andLordGuthrie

of

Craigiebank.
Despite it being a small

charityAnchorHouse' s

resultsareastounding ,

saidits
chairmanMgrJohn
Armitage.

" Lastyear58
of our

residentsmovedon to

independent living ,

32were
in

employmentandwetrained
morethan 1 ,249locals
withinthecommunity ,

" he
said.

" AnchorHouse is a

charityworthy of investment
,

not
onlybecause it succeedsand
makes a difference

,

but
becauseit is focusedon
helpingsociety' s most
marginalisedandvulnerable
whoareoftenoverlooked. "

Lastyearthecharitywas
recognisedas

a National
Centre of Excellenceand
wasawardedfiveNational
TrainingAwardsbytheUK
SkillsCouncil.
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