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  BigIssuefounderJohnBird
(

left
)

withformerboxerBarryMcGuigan

Morethan£1million in pledgeswere
offered in support of AnchorHouse at an
eventattendedbymorethan200people
in centralLondon.

II

LedbyITVnewsreader JulieEtchingham
andformerworldboxingchampionBarry
McGuigan ,

thecharity launched a £9.3m
ª HomeandHopeAppeal to helpbring

regeneration to eastLondonandits
homelessresidents.

ª KeithFernett
,

AnchorHousedirector
,

saidtheeventhadbeen a tremendous
success

,

withBarclaysBankpledging a

substantial amount of supporttowards
redevelopingits50-year-old centre.

Hesaid :

"

In a matterof onenight ,

we
nowhaveenoughfunds to buildfiveout
of 25newstudiomove-onapartments
forourresidents .Westillhave a long
way to go ,

butweareconfident thatthis
is thestart of bigthings to come. "

At theevent
,

JohnBird
,

thefounder of

TheBigIssueand a formerhomeless
person ,paidtribute to theworkof

AnchorHouse.

MrBirdargued that it wasimportantthat
thepublicgaveitssupport to charities
suchasAnchorHousewhichprovide
homelesspeoplewith a handup ,

not a

handout.
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