
Homelessmanhailed
forgettingintowork
Backonhisfeetwithjobthanks to

course
byMelissaYork
melissa.yorkearchantcauk

) )As

governmentstatistics
revealedthisweekthat
unemploymenthasrisen

by129 ,000people in thepast
threemonths

,

stories of job
successseemfewandfar
between.

ButonemanfromNewham
hasmade a remarkable
journeyfromliving in a

homeless
hostel to beingemployedfull
time in a tradehelearned
fromscratch.

MussieKahsayworked
nightshifts in thecatering
industrywhilehelivedat

AnchorHouse
, Canning

Town
,

a charityforhomeless
andvulnerableadults in

BarkingRoad.
Knowingheneeded a

higherincome to beable to

supporthimself
,

Mussiedecided
to pursue a job in

construction
,

anindustryhehadno
experienceor expertisein.

Mussie
,

29
,

foundhe
neededtherightqualifications to

evengethisfoot in thedoor
sohemadethedifficult
decision to embarkon a training
courseduringthedaywhile
stillliving in thehostel.

The16-weekcourse
,

called
ConstructYourCareer

,

is

SeanStaines ,JohnBryson of

EastThamesandMussieKahsay
at

theHouses of Parliament

runbysociallandlordand
regenerationcharityEast
Thames to helpunemployed
residentsback to work.

Mussietoiledaway
acquiringskills in carpentry ,

plumbing , decorating ,

paintingandelectricalwiring ,

as
wellashealthandsafety
training , leading to

a

ConstructionSkillsCertification
Scheme

(

CSCS
)

cardand a

jobas a plumber' s mate.
Hesaid : "I havelearntso

muchandammore
confident .

I wouldnothavebeen
able to getmyqualification
or CSCScardwithout
ConstructYourCareer. "

Mussiejoined
ex-serviceman SeanStaines

,

from
TowerHamlets

,

on a guidedtour
of theHousesof

Parliament
asguests of lainDuncan
Smith

, Secretary of
Work

andPensions
,

afterheheard
of theirachievement.

Seanwasliving in

homelesshostelNewBelvedere
Housebeforecompletingthe
samecourseand a Cityand
Guildsqualification.

Currentlystudying
carpentry at theBuildingCrafts
College ,

Seansaid :

"

It was
fantastic to begiventhegreat
opportunity of getting
involvedwiththeconstruction
training.

" Ex-servicemencanfind it

verydifficult to getbackinto
civilianlifeand I

found it

hard. "

JohnBryson , employment
programmesmanager at

EastThames
,

chosethevisit
to Parliament to praise
MussieandSean.

Hesaid :

" BothSeanand
Mussiehaveachievedso
muchsincestartingthe
ConstructyourCareercourse

,

so
it wasgreat to havethe
opportunity to bringthem
alongonthistour in

recognition of theirhardwork
,

commitmentandachievement. "

jailed
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