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Paxo andWiddy are 
new charity patrons 

By MATT NICHOLLS 
matt. nich olls@newhamrecorder.co. u~ 

TWO celebrities have lent their 
backing to a Newham-based char­
ity's fight against homelessness. 

TV journalist and host of University 
Challenge Jeremy Paxman, and former 
shadow Home Secretary and Strictly 
Come Dancing star Ann Widdecombe 
have signed up to become patrons of 
Anchor House. 

The Canning Town centre provides 
accommodation and training for the 
homeless and staff have helped 300 peo­
ple over the past two years. 

Mr Paxman and Miss Widdecombe will 
be helping to raise awareness of the Bark­
ing Road·based charity's work and their 
ongoing £15.6million capital appeal. 

The 50-year-old Anchor House build­
ing was originally a hostel for seafarers 
visiting the ports of East London and 
bosses say their facilities are in dire need 
ofa revamp. 

The appeal cash will help to build a 
new block of 25 studio flats, workshops, 
training facilities and leisure areas. 

Director Keith Femett said: "Jeremy 
and Arul are strong advocates of finding 
long-term solutions to homelessness and 
we are very pleased to have their sup­
port. 

"Full planning permission for the new 
block has already been secured and we 
have raised £6m so far, but more support 
is needed." 

Volunteers were out in force at railway 
stations in Central London and Canary 
Wharf shopping centre last week, raising 
money to mark Homelessness Sunday. 

Anchor House has picked up a clutch 
of awards in fecent years, including four 
National Training Awards last year. 

Staffhave also scooped a Charity Times 
award for technology use and in 2007 and 
2009 the centre won the Michael Whipp­
man Award for Innovation in Homeless­
ness. 
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SIR ROBIN LOSES APPEAL IN 'VANITY SPEND' ROW 
NUMBER cmnchers have refused to 
uphold a complaint against a Government 
minister made by Newham's mayor. 

Sir Robin Wales wrote to the UK Sta­
tistics Authority in December objecting 
to figures published in the Coalition's 
local government fmance settlement. 

He accused Tory. Communities Sec­
retary Eric Pickles of "trying to pull the 
wool over the public's "eyes" .. 

But in a letter to Sir Robin, authority 
chairman Michael Scholar said it was 

• 

"not appropriate or practical" for his 
body to intervene. 

"Our role is to make sure that public 
debate is well informed by good statis­
tics, not ourselves to become a player or 
referee in the debate," he added. 

Sir Robin's complaint centred on two 
sets of data released by Mr Pickles' 
department. 

The first listed cuts in local author­
ity spending power and said no counci l 
would face a cut of more than 8.8 per 

-

cent. The second showed formula alloca­
tions to authorities and the amount each 
spent by head, with more cash going to 
deprived areas such as Newham. 

But Sir Robin said the figures masked 
greater cuts and pointed to research by 
the New Local Government Network, 
which showed deprived areas would take 
more of a hit. 

Speaking after he lodged his com­
plaint, he said: "Why use one set of 
statistics one week and completely dif-

ferent figures the next, if not to secure 
favourable headlines? Of course, the real 
story is that be's trying shift attention 
from the swingeing cuts bis department 
has imposed upon some of London's 
most deprived areas, while boroughs like 
Richmond escape lightly." 

Speaking after the authority's decision, 
local government minister Grant Shapps 
said the complaint bad been a "woeful 
attempt to deflect attention away from 
Newham's vanity spending". 
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