
Weprovide
goodvalue
formoney,

sayscharity
SPECIALREPORT

AnchorHousesaysinvesting in itswork
makeseconomicsense . RobVirtuereports

When
you' re askingfor

millions of pounds
fromtheprivatesector
it'

s probably a good
idea to explainjusthowmuchyou
areworth.

So
,

AnchorHouse
,

a Canning
Towncharitywhichhelpsturn
aroundthelives of

eastLondon' s

homeless
,

waskeen to publish a

reportthatshowedhow it saved
theeconomy£5million a yearby
reducingcrimeandincreasing
employment.

KeithFernett :
Backourcause

Thereportwasunveiled just
a weekbeforetheorganisation
launcheditscampaign to raise
£93million.

ChiefexecutiveKeithFernett
,

whoworkedasaneconomist
,

said :

"

It givesusa callingcardfor
ourappeal to saywe' re effective
andwouldhave a

vastimpacton
society if weareinvestedin.

"

If wewereonthestockmarket
peoplewouldbefallingover

themselves to invest.
"I hopetheCityandfinancial

institutions in CanaryWharfwill
takethisseriouslyandbackour
cause.

"

Thecharityhelpspeoplewhoare
leftwithout a homefor a number
of

reasons - be it alcohol or drug
dependency or simplemisfortune.
Originally a seaman' s

mission
whenestablished in 1962

,

it now
givestemporaryhousing to up to

180people a year.
Recently it set a targetof raising

£15millionandhassofarsecured
£6million

,

all of whichhasbeen
invested .Theremainingfigure
needednow is

£93millionand
onMondaytheHomeAndHelp
Appealwillbelaunched at the
InnerTemple in theCity.

MrFernettsaid :

' Wewant to

build a block of studioflatsfor
peoplewholivehere to helpthem
goforward intoindependentliving
becausewerealisedtheyarevery
lonelywhentheyleavehereand
that' s dangerous.

"

Moremoneywillalsobespenton
thecharity' s educationfacilities . It' s

been a verysuccessfulside of the
operationwith a NationalTraining
Awardsprizecollectedlastyear ,

while at thesameeventformer
residentAggrieChikiwa

,

whonow
teaches at thecharity ,

wasgiven a

topawardforhiswork.
Keithsaid :

" Thebuildingis
50

yearsoldandsomepartshaven' t

gotproperelectrics or heating . We
currentlyhave 2 ,500people trained
here a yearnotjustonlifeskills
butmoreimportantlygivingthem
training in potentialemployment.

"

CASESTUDY

Cameron Innissfoundhimself in AnchorHouse

Backonmyfeetagain
CAMERONInnisshasbeen

at

AnchorHouseforfiveyears.
Heworkedas a builder living in

rentedaccommodation when
hefellfrom a laddersnapping
ligaments in hisleg.

Whenhelefthospitalhewas
unable to payhisrentandwas
evictedfromhishome . Sothe
councilputhim

in
touchwith

AnchorHouse.
Cameronsaid :

"

It was a

real
shock to

thesystem . I wasn' t

happywith it andwas
embarrassedaboutbeing in

that
situation . When I gothere I

hadmyguardupbutthestaff
didn' t payanyattention to my

negativityandgraduallythat
negativitywentaway.

"

It tookhimtwoyears to fully
recover fromhisinjuries . Hehas
spenthistime at AnchorHouse
studyingforqualifications in

IT

, Englishandmaths . Healso
works at thecharitydoing
maintenanceandmentorsother
residents

.
He' s

seenfirst-hand
justwhatcanbeachieved
throughinvesting in thecharity.

"I seelotsof
benefitscoming

fromthismoney,

" hesaid.
"

Thingsthey'veput in place
sofarhavemadeanamazing
improvement andhelped a lot

of peoplegetback to work. "
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